RESOLUTION NO. 5979
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 25-018
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
LAKELAND, FLORIDA ADOPTING THE VISION ZERO ACTION
PLAN AND EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR TRANSPORTATION

SAFETY INITIATIVES THROUGHOUT LAKELAND AND POLK
COUNTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Lakeland Comprehensive Plan: Our Community 2030
includes a “Safe and Convenient Mobility Options” element with a stated Number One
Goal, “Tp provide a safe, efficient, ﬁnancialiy feasible, multi-modal transportation system
on which fatalities and serious injuries are eliminated (Vision Zero Goal), which is
responsive to community needs, is consistent with future land use policies, is
environmentally sound, and fosters economic vitality”; and

WHEREAS, between 2019 and 2023 an average of nine (9) people died and
forty-four (44) people were seriously injured daily on Florida’'s roadways; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Dangerous by Design report released by Smart Growth
America and National Complete Streets Coalition ranked Florida as the 2™ most
dangerous state and the Lakeland-Winter Haven Metropolitan Area as the 215t most
dangerous for pedestrians nationally; and

WHEREAS, during the 2023-2024 School Year within Polk County, 25 students
were involved in vehicle-pedestrian crashes, 14 students were transported to a hospital
and 13 students died; and

WHEREAS, between 2020 and 2024, Lakeland suffered 127 fatalities and
9,183 injuries on roadways within our community, with a total societal cost of $4.5 Billion;

and
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WHEREAS, in 2024 alone, Lakeland experienced 19 fatalities, 84 serious
injuries and 4,801 total crashes; and

WHEREAS, these figures represent life-ending or life-altering impacts to
families, friends and community members; and

'WHEREAS, there is a direct correlation between travel speeds and the
survivability of a crash, with the National Traffic Safety Board (2017) estimating that a
person stands a 95% chance of surviving a crash if hit by a vehicle traveling at 20 miles
per hour and only a 15% chance of surviving if hit by a car traveling at 40 miles per hour;
and

WHEREAS, a vehicle speed study conducted for the City of Lakeland by Verra
Mobility in May 2024 calculated almost 3,000 potential school zone speed limit violations
per day within our community; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lakeland has developed a Vision Zero Action Plan to
eliminate fatal and serious injury crashes by Year 2040; and

WHEREAS, the Action Plan utilizes a multi-layered “safe systems” approach,
with strategies and resources centered around Safe Streets, Safe Speeds, Safe Vehicles,
Safe Behaviors, Post-Crash Ihvestigation & Care and Data-Driven Decision-Making; and

WHEREAS, every City Department pléys a role in implementing the Action
Plan and on-going partnerships between the City, Polk County, Florida Department of
Transportation, Polk Transportation Planning Organization, Polk County Public Schools,
the Citrus Connection, and every resident, visitor, business and health care provider are
critical to the Action Plan’s success;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF

THE CITY OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA:






































































































































































Appendices

A — Vision Zero Action Item List
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